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patched overseas is calculated to be well over one-third of the
total average jail population. - Similar efforts have been made
in*other provinces, with results almost equally satisfactory. In
several provinces also the jails have a creditable record, of con-
tribution to the necessaries of war. Large quantities of gunny
bags and cloth, castor and mustard oil, blankets, and bandages
and other necessaries have been supplied to Mesopotamia.
Having thus described the working of the machinery by which
the law is enforced, we now proceed to examine very briefly
the course of legislation, during the period under review. Li
previous chapters of this Report we have had occasion to notice
from time to time certain of the more important measures which
have been passed by or introduced in the Provincial Legislative
Councils ;* but considerations of space
Provincial^^Legslative      forbid the examination,  ^province   by
province, of the legislative work which
has been accomplished in the years 1917 and 1918.    We may
however briefly describe the activities of the   Imperial Legis-
lative Council, the proceedings of   which will be found  suffi-
ciently characteristic of law-making bodies in modern India.
There were three sessions of the Imperial Legislative Council
during the period April  1st 1917 to
December   31st   1918>   of  wMcl1   two
were held at Simla.   The session of
September 1917 was important as being the first to which the
new orders regarding the extension of the Simla session
applied. Hitherto, only formal and non-controversial business
was taken up in Simla, with the result that during the five
years prior to September 1917, only two resolutions were
admitted and discussed during the Simla session. In June
1917, however, the Secretary of State, after being addressed
with a view to the removal of the restrictions, agreed to the
proposals of the Government of India as an experimental
measure. The session was therefore a very full one, as is
shown by the fact that there were nine meetings against a
maximum of three meetings, in previous years. Notice was
received of 201 questions and 46 resolutions, of which 147
* See for example pages 88, 117 above. Also pages 179, 180 below.